
173

Charles Orr and his wife Unita, have three children. He grew up
in the Church of Christ. Orr is a graduate of the Florida School of
Preaching in Lakeland, Florida. He has proclaimed the gospel in
meetings and lectureships across the United States. Orr has
participated in mission endeavors in the countries of Korea, India,
and Jamaica. He is currently working with the West Orlando
congregation in Orlando, Florida, where he has been located
since 1986.

THE HOLY SPIRIT
AND SPEAKING IN TONGUES

Charles E. Orr

INTRODUCTION1

Over the past several years “charismatic,” i.e., Pentecostal-type
religious groups have experienced phenomenal growth. These
organizations are having a tremendous impact on denominational
people. They are having a detrimental influence upon some in the
Lord’s church as well.

Because they place such great emphasis on it, “speaking in
tongues” is one of the principal doctrines for which the Holiness,
Pentecostal, and other “charismatic” groups are best known. Since they
insist that this “gift” is still given today and attribute it to the miracu-
lous working of the Holy Spirit, this study will delve into what the
Bible says about the subject. In so doing, a comparison will be made
between “speaking in tongues” as described in the Bible, and the
present-day claims which are being made for this “gift.”

EXPLANATION OF TERMS
To avoid confusion when studying any topic, it is always best to

clarify the terms being discussed. If a Bible topic is being studied,
wherever possible, the Bible should be used in the explanation of the
terms being examined. Here, attention will be given to what is meant
by: 1) the Holy Spirit, 2) speaking, 3) tongues, and 4) miracles.
The Holy Spirit

By the phrase “the Holy Spirit,” it is meant the third person of the
Godhead (Acts 17:29; Rom. 1:20; Col. 2:9). When Ananias lied to the
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Holy Spirit (Acts 4:3), Peter told him he had “not lied unto men, but
unto God” (Acts 4:4). Therefore, the Holy Spirit is Deity, God. It is
also evident that the Holy Spirit is a Person because of the Scriptures’
use of the personal pronouns “He,” “Him” and “Himself” when
reference is made of Him (Jn. 14:16, 26; 16:7-14; Rom. 8:26-27;
1 Tim. 4:1).

The Holy Spirit under consideration here was with God in the
beginning (Gen. 1:2; Jn. 1:1). He is the same One, identified by Jesus
to His apostles, Who would teach them “all things” and guide them
“into all the truth” (Jn. 14:26; 16:13), and “convict the world in respect
of sin” (Jn. 16:8).

Scripture shows that it was the Holy Spirit Who empowered the
apostles and other members of the early church to “speak in tongues,”
and do other miraculous works (Acts 2:4; 1 Cor. 12:7-11; Heb. 2:1-5).
This explanation specifically suits the purposes of this study. 
Speaking

“Speaking is defined as: “The act or art of a person who speaks”2

and “act, utterance, or discourse of a person who speaks.”3 The Greek
word laleo, translated “speak” in Acts 2:4, simply means to use one’s
voice, tongue and mouth to speak words. Of course, in the Bible, those
who “spoke in tongues” had the words they spoke placed there by the
Holy Spirit—the words they uttered originated with the Holy Spirit, not
in themselves.
Tongues

The word “tongue,” translated from the Greek word glossa, means:
“the organ of speech; language, or to speak in tongues.”4 It is also
pointed out that “the word ‘tongue’ is used ‘Metaphorically’ for
‘speech or language’ ... 1 Jn. 3:18; ‘Let us not love in word nor speech
only.’”5 Acts 2:4, 11 and 1 Corinthians 13:1 also include such usage.
Clearly, in Scripture the “gift of tongues” is a reference to “languages.”
Moreover, since speaking in a language one has learned is not a
miracle, the miraculous “gift of tongues” was the empowerment of the
Holy Spirit for one to speak in an unknown (i.e., unlearned) language
(Acts 2:4, 6).
Miraculous

The Greek word translated “miracle” (semeion) means “a sign.”6

Biblically speaking, a “miracle” is a work performed by the power of
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God which is above and beyond natural law. Examples of Bible
miracles include: the creation (Gen. 1:1-2:3), Moses, parting the Red
Sea (Ex. 14:21-22), Jesus, turning the water into wine (Jn. 2:1-ff),
Jesus, healing of the man “sick of the palsy” (Mk. 2:1-ff), Jesus,
calming the sea (Mk. 4:35-41), Jesus, raising from the dead the son of
the widow of Nain (Lk. 7:12-15), and Jesus, raising Lazarus (Jn. 11:1-
46).

Incidently, since a miracle is a supernatural act, it is not contrary to
the “laws of nature.” Miracles are superior to the “laws of nature.” No
“law of nature” brought Adam forth from the dust, or Eve forth from
Adam’s side, as fully mature adults and having no parents. In other
words, nature never brought forth life without parents. Deity brought
these forth. This was a working of God. An apple tree to spring forth
from an apple seed once it is planted is not miraculous. It would be
quite another thing for an apple tree to spring forth without an apple
seed.

Thus, in this study the word “miracle” means a supernatural act or
deed, which one is empowered to do by the Holy Spirit. Making
application to the topic being considered, it means that those in the
Bible who had the “gift of tongues” were supernaturally empowered by
the Holy Spirit to speak in languages they had never known, studied or
learned.

Besides the miraculous gift of speaking in unlearned languages,
other spiritual gifts were bestowed upon certain ones by the Holy
Spirit. Paul presents a listing of these in 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, saying:

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you
ignorant. Ye know that when ye were Gentiles ye were led away
unto those dumb idols, howsoever ye might led. Wherefore I
make known unto you, that no man speaking in the Spirit of God
saith, Jesus is anathema; and no man can say, Jesus is Lord, but
in the Holy Spirit. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the
same Spirit. And there are diversities of ministrations, and the
same Lord. And there are diversities of workings, but the same
God, who worketh all things in all. But to each one is given the
manifestation of the Spirit to profit withal. For to one is given
through the Spirit the word of wisdom; and to another the word
of knowledge, according to the same Spirit: to another faith, in
the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healings, in the one Spirit;
and to another workings of miracles; and to another prophecy;
and to another discernings of spirits; to another divers kinds of
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tongues; and to another the interpretation of tongues: but all
these worketh the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each one
severally even as he will.

Let it be emphasized from the above passage that Paul, attributing it to
the working of the Holy Spirit, identifies “divers kinds of tongues” with
the other “spiritual gifts.”

MODERN CLAIMS FOR SPEAKING IN TONGUE
No one who truly accepts the inspiration of the Bible denies what

the Bible says about those who received the miraculous gift of speaking
in tongues, a gift imparted by the Holy Spirit. The question is: “Does
the Holy Spirit still impart the miraculous gift of speaking in tongues?”
Several major religious groups adamantly affirm that He does.
Speaking for themselves, some of these groups have published
statements which clearly demonstrate where they stand regarding
modern day speaking in tongues.
Assemblies Of God

The baptism of believers in the Holy Spirit is witnessed by the
initial physical sign of speaking with other tongues as the Spirit
of God gives them utterance.7

United Pentecostal Church International
There are two major evidences of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
The initial, outward evidence is speaking with tongues, which
means speaking miraculously in languages the speaker does not
know.
We cannot adequately express with our own words the ecstasy
experienced in the baptism of the Spirit. Only through unaccus-
tomed words of heavenly coherence can we utter what our souls
would express.
There are perhaps several other reasons why God chose speaking
in tongues as the initial evidence of this spiritual baptism. It is an
objective, external evidence that recipients and onlookers can
both identify with certainty (Acts 10:46). It is a uniform
evidence-all the disciples on Pentecost, all the household of
Cornelius, and all the believers in Ephesus spoke in tongues. "So
is everyone that is born of the Spirit" are the words of Jesus in
His description of this spiritual new birth (John 3:8). Speaking
in tongues also indicates the complete control of the Spirit over
our human wills.8
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Church Of God
We Believe ... in speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives
utterance and that it is the initial evidence of baptism of the Holy
Ghost.9

From the above quotes, it is obvious that an errant doctrine has
been formulated which asserts that “speaking in tongues” is proof
positive that one has been baptized with the Holy Ghost. To debunk
this false doctrine: 1) Passages where speaking in tongues is found will
be listed, 2) A vital conclusion will be reached from those passages, 3)
The purpose of tongues (and other miraculous gifts) will be noted, and
4) The truth regarding Holy Spirit baptism will be examined.

TONGUES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Despite the great emphasis placed on “speaking in tongues” by

some, the gift of tongues is mentioned in only three New Testament
books—Mark, Acts, and 1 Corinthians. Consider the passages.
Mark 16:15-20

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to the whole creation. He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned. And
these signs shall accompany them that believe: in my name shall
they cast out demons; they shall speak with new tongues; they
shall take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall
in no wise hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover. So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken unto
them, was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right
hand of God. And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the
Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs
that followed. Amen.

Acts 2:1-13
And when the day of Pentecost was now come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a
sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them
tongues parting asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon each one
of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from
every nation under heaven. And when this sound was heard, the
multitude came together, and were confounded, because that
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every man heard them speaking in his own language. And they
were all amazed and marvelled, saying, Behold, are not all these
that speak Galilaeans? And how hear we, every man in our own
language wherein we were born? Parthians and Medes and
Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, in Judaea and
Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, in Phrygia and Pamphylia, in
Egypt and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and sojourners from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear
them speaking in our tongues the mighty works of God. And
they were all amazed, and were perplexed, saying one to another,
What meaneth this? But others mocking said, They are filled
with new wine.

Acts 10:44-48
While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all
them that heard the word. And they of the circumcision that
believed were amazed, as many as came with Peter, because that
on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit.
For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then
answered Peter, Can any man forbid the water, that these should
not be baptized, who have received the Holy Spirit as well as
we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

Acts 19:1-7
And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul
having passed through the upper country came to Ephesus, and
found certain disciples: and he said unto them, Did ye receive
the Holy Spirit when ye believed? And they said unto him, Nay,
we did not so much as hear whether the Holy Spirit was given.
And he said, Into what then were ye baptized? And they said,
Into John's baptism. And Paul said, John baptized with the
baptism of repentance, saying unto the people that they should
believe on him that should come after him, that is, on Jesus. And
when they heard this, they were baptized into the name of the
Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the
Holy Spirit came on them; and they spake with tongues, and
prophesied. And they were in all about twelve men.

Earlier in this chapter, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 was quoted, showing that
speaking in tongues was listed with other miraculous gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Due to space limitations, 1 Corinthians 12-14 will not be quoted
here; however, those chapters should be considered because of what
they reveal about speaking in tongues.
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Interestingly, in 1 Corinthians 13:1, Paul wrote: “If I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding
brass, or a clanging cymbal.” Comparing “speaking in tongues” with
the other spiritual gifts, Paul declared: “I thank God, I speak with
tongues more than you all: howbeit in the church I had rather speak five
words with my understanding, that I might instruct others also, than ten
thousand words in a tongue” (1 Cor. 14:18-19). In fact, he limited
“speaking in tongues” to two or three and permitted them to speak on
if what they spoke in those tongues could be interpreted (1 Cor. 14:27).

A VITAL CONCLUSION
Upon careful investigation, the Scriptures reveal that the “tongues”

under consideration refers to languages. This is a vital conclusion that
cannot be denied. No Scripture indicates that “tongues” were inexpres-
sive sounds supposedly uttered under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
Bible “tongues” were neither baby talk nor nonsensical gibberish that
only God understands. “Tongues,” as discussed in the Bible, were
languages.

To prove that Bible “tongues” were languages, one needs only to
turn to two verses. Acts 2:4 says: “And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance” (emphasis added). Then, Acts 2:6 reveals: “And when
this sound was heard, the multitude came together, and were con-
founded, because that every man heard them speaking in his own
language” (emphasis added). In Acts 2:4 the text explicitly states that
they “began to speak with other tongues.” Acts 2:6 tells us “every man
heard them speaking in his own language.” Here, the words “tongues”
and “language” are here used interchangeably. So, “tongues” are
“languages,” and “languages” are “tongues.” If people would under-
stand this, they would know the difference between the true Bible gift
of tongues and the bogus so-called “tongues” of today.

THE PURPOSE OF TONGUES
Did God have a purpose for giving the spiritual gifts, of which

“speaking in tongues” was one? Scripture shows that there were
multiple reasons why God gave these gifts to the early church.
To Edify The Body Of Christ

So also ye, since ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye
may abound unto the edifying of the church (1 Cor. 14:12).
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To Serve As Signs
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to
the unbelieving: but prophesying is for a sign, not to the unbe-
lieving, but to them that believe (1 Cor. 14:22).

Notice that tongues were for unbelievers and prophecy for believers.
To Bring The Body Of Christ To Maturity

And he gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of
the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto the building up of
the body of Christ: till we all attain unto the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we
may be no longer children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness,
after the wiles of error; but speaking truth in love, we may grow
up in all things into him, who is the head, even Christ” (Eph.
4:11-15, emphasis added).

The word “till” comes from the Greek word mechri, which means
“length, period of time.”10 The period of time mentioned here is until
full faith is attainable. That could not happen until complete knowledge
of the Son of God had come. When complete knowledge of the Son of
God had come, then one could grow up to a perfect man, into the
stature of Christ (Col. 1:27; cf. 1 Cor. 13:9-13). One can now do this
because the complete “knowledge of the Son of God” (Eph. 4:13;
2 Tim. 3:16-17) is available to all.
To Confirm The Preached Word

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
disbelieveth shall be condemned. And these signs shall accom-
pany them that believe: in my name shall they cast out demons;
they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents,
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall in no wise hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. So then
the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken unto them, was received up
into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And they
went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word by the signs that followed. Amen
(Mk. 16:16-20).
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto
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us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of
the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? (Heb. 2:3-4, KJV).

RECEPTION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS
How did one receive the gift of “speaking in tongues” and the other

spiritual gifts? Did a person just desire such and it was his? Could an
individual merely pray to receive a spiritual gift and then the Holy
Spirit would give it to him? Could it have been the case that the Holy
Spirit empowered every person to “speak in tongues” at the moment he
was saved? The Bible, the sole authority in religious matters, answers
these questions.

In Romans 1:11, Paul writes: “For I long to see you, that I may
impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established.”
This verse says that spiritual gift were imparted. For this to take place,
it would be necessary for an apostle to come and “impart” the spiritual
gift (Acts 8:18). Spiritual gifts did not just happen. They were
imparted. The reception of a spiritual gift was not left up to the desires
of human beings. Instead, each gift was given as the Spirit willed! Paul
explained: “But one and the same Spirit works all these things,
distributing to each one individually as He wills” (1 Cor. 12:11,
NKJV). Again, Luke affirms this point (i.e., that spiritual gifts were
imparted) in his inspired history of the conversion of the Samaritans.

Now when the apostles that were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter
and John: who, when they were come down, prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Spirit: for as yet it was fallen
upon none of them: only they had been baptized into the name
of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw that through the
laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he
offered them money, saying, Give me also this power, that on
whomsoever I lay my hands, he may receive the Holy Spirit
(Acts 8:14-19, emphasis added).

Acts 8:14-19 makes it perfectly clear that the spiritual gifts were
given by the laying on of the apostles’ hands! Even the newly con-
verted Simon could see and understand this fact!

The events at Ephesus are consistent with this view. There, Paul
encountered “certain disciples” who knew nothing about the Holy
Spirit. Paul taught them and baptized them into Christ. Once they were



182 The Holy Spirit and Speaking in Tongues

converted, “when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit
came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. And they
were in all about twelve men” (Acts 19:6-7). Those twelve men
prophesied and spoke in tongues, but they did so only after the Paul
laid hands on them and imparted these miraculous gifts to them.

Since the spiritual gifts were imparted through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands, and since there are no apostles alive today to impart
those gifts, no one possesses the ability to “speak in tongues” or
perform any of the other spiritual gifts. Claiming that one possesses a
miraculous gift is one thing, proving that claim by the actual perfor-
mance of a legitimate, undeniable, bona fide miracle is another.

BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
John the Baptist stated: “I indeed baptize you in water unto

repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes
I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in
fire”(Mt. 3:11, emphasis added). From that statement it is erroneously
alleged that men are today being baptized in the Holy Spirit. Regarding
this idea, it should first be asked: “How is this baptism in the Holy
Spirit described? Is the Holy Spirit Himself—the third member of the
Godhead—the “element” into Whom one is literally immersed? “No,”
is the obvious answer to that question. The phrase “baptized you in the
Holy Spirit” is figurative. It expresses the idea that one is overwhelmed
by the Holy Spirit and, as a result, has at his disposal the miraculous
power of the Spirit. A brief study of the Scriptures shows that this
“baptism in the Holy Spirit” was fulfilled in what happened to the
apostles on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2).

The Bible provides sufficient information for one to know when
Holy Spirit baptism would occur, where Holy Spirit baptism would
occur, and the men who would receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus was referring to the nearness of this event when He announced:
“Verily I say unto you, There are some here of them that stand by, who
shall in no wise taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God come
with power” (Mk. 9:1). Understand this. That “power” was given
during the lifetime of some in that generation,  Speaking specifically
to His eleven remaining apostles (Judas had already betrayed Him),
Jesus said: “And behold, I send forth the promise of my Father upon
you: but tarry ye in the city [Jerusalem, v. 47], until ye be clothed with
power from on high” (Lk. 24:49). These conclusions can be drawn
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from the Scriptures cited regarding this “power” to be received. First,
it was to be done by Jesus. Second, it is called “the promise of my
Father.” Third, it would take place in the city of Jerusalem. Fourth, it
would come from “on high.” Fifth, it was for “ye” (i.e., the apostles).
From the context, the reference is clearly made just to the apostles.
Furthermore, Acts 1:4 teaches that to be baptized in the Holy Spirit is
the fulfillment of “the promise of the Father.”

Dealing with these matters, Luke penned:
The former treatise I made, O Theophilus, concerning all that
Jesus began both to do and to teach, until the day in which he
was received up, after that he had given commandment through
the Holy Spirit unto the apostles whom he had chosen: To whom
he also showed himself alive after his passion by many proofs,
appearing unto them by the space of forty days, and speaking the
things concerning the kingdom of God: and, being assembled
together with them, he charged them not to depart from Jerusa-
lem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, said he, ye
heard from me: For John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall
be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days hence. They
therefore, when they were come together, asked him, saying,
Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? And
he said unto them, It is not for you to know times or seasons,
which the Father hath set within His own authority. But ye shall
receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye
shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:1-8,
emphasis added).

In this passage: 1) Jesus was speaking to “the apostles,” 2) Jesus told
the apostles to “wait for the promise of the Father,” 3) Jesus told the
apostles “ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days hence,”
and 4) Jesus told the apostles, “ye shall receive power, when the Holy
Spirit is come upon you.” On the day of Pentecost (Acts 2), only the
apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit.

Consider this. The apostles were the ones who were told to wait in
the city of Jerusalem. They were the ones who would receive the
benefits of the promise. One cannot obey a promise. One cannot rightly
demand a promise. In order for one to receive a promise, the one who
made the promise must keep his word. One can only put himself in the
proper position to receive, and then wait on the one making the promise
to deliver. In this case, the only ones capable of receiving this promise
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were the apostles of Jesus Christ. Therefore, being baptized in the Holy
Spirit was a promise given only to the apostles—not to all believers, at
all times, and in every place.

CONCLUSION
When modern day charismatics—Holiness, Pentecostals, and all

others—claim they have been baptized in the Holy Spirit, they claim
for themselves a promise that was made only to, and received only by,
the apostles of Jesus Christ in the first century. Therefore, since their
claim of being baptized in the Holy Spirit is false, their claim that their
speaking in tongues is a sign of being baptized with the Holy Spirit is
also false.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the American Standard Version
unless otherwise noted.
2 Webster’s New World Collegiate Dictionary, 4th ed., s.v. “speaking.”
3 Thorndike and Barnhart Comprehensive Dictionary, 1957 ed., s.v. “speak-
ing.”
4 Shorter Lexicon Of The Greek New Testament, s.v. “tongue.”
5 Spiros Zodhiates Word Study Dictionary, 1992 ed., s.v. “tongue.”
6 Henry Thayer, Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament (Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Book House, 1977), 573.
7 http://ag.org/top/Beliefs/Statement_of_Fundamental_Truths/sft_full.cfm#8
8 http://www.upci.org/doctrine/holyGhost.asp
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10 Thayer, 408.
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